
Characters to choose from: 

 

 Lysandra or Elaine 

(“Lysandra’s Poem”) 

 Markwardt or Mr. 

Parsons (“A Man Who 

Had No Eyes”) 

 The Narrator (The 
Telltale Heart) 

 Hannah or Tante Rose 

(“The Bicycle”) 

 Yulia (“The Ninny”) 

 Laetitia or the mom 

(“Borders”) 

 Mrs. Strangeworth (“The 

Possibility of Evil”) 

 Other… 

 

Character Descriptive Paragraph Assignment 
 

Many of the stories we have been examining have achieved good 

character development, and we have discussed many of these 

characters.  Choose one of the characters we have encountered and 

write a descriptive paragraph that describes his/her character.    

 

Include the following items: 
 

o The character’s name, age, brief physical description, and 

role in the story 

o Info about the character’s behaviour (what he/she says, 

does, thinks, and acts) 

o Include, where relevant, others reactions to the character 

(that may differ from what the character is really like) 

o The character’s personality traits (the most important part 

of the assignment!) 

o Proof to support your opinions/claims of the character – the 

proof comes from the story – you may pull out exact 

quotations, or simply recap events/etc. from the story 

 

Assignment Requirements: 
o Should be typed or neatly printed in blue and black ink, double-spacing required 

o Must include class information in the top-left corner (your name, date, course, 

teacher’s name) 

o Should be 150-250 words in length (about ½ page to ¾ page when typed & double-

spaced) 

o Give it a catchy title (not just the character’s name – be creative) 

o Needs to include the above criteria that develops the character 

o Must be written in proper paragraph format (indentation, topic sentence, supporting 

details and examples, concluding sentence) 

o Should employ the PPE Method of development (Point, Proof, Explanation) 

o Should use specific and meaningful word choices 

o Should use correct and varied sentence structures 

o Should be carefully edited to avoid errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar, etc. 

o Should be unique and interesting to read, offering insights to the character 

       
 

 



Character Description Assessment: 

Each criteria will be assessed on a scale of 4 (4 – Outstanding, 3 –Strong, 2 – Adequate, 1 – Weak) 

 

Criteria Mark  

Meeting Requirements: 150-250 words in length, typed or neatly printed, has a catchy title, 

includes class information in top-left corner 

 

Paragraph Format: is indented, includes a topic sentence, 5-6 supporting sentences, and a 

concluding sentence, and is logically organized  

 

Content (Basics): includes character info – name, approximate age, role in story, actions, thoughts, 

and others reactions to the character—all info is inserted in a fluid manner (flows well from one 

thought to the next) 

 

Content (Character Traits): have identified at least 4 character traits that are specifically 

worded and suit the character; shows an understanding of the character’s personality as portrayed 

in the story 

 

Evidence & Support: your opinions have been supported with proof and examples from the story; 

exact quotations or paraphrasing has been used 

 

Word Choice & Sentence Fluency: writer has chosen specific and purposeful word choices; 

sentences flow from one to the next with logical connections; there are a variety of sentence 

types, beginnings and lengths used 

 

Conventions: paragraph has been carefully edited to avoid errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar, 

usage (3 or fewer errors; don’t affect meaning) 

 

Overall effect: paragraph is well presented, makes sense, represents the student’s best work , 

shows a good understanding of character development 

 

                                                                         Total   /32  

See comments on reverse. 

 

Mrs. Charlton (Sample assignment) 

English 421 
Mrs. Charlton’s class 

October 29, 2009 

 

Character Description of Anna John 

 

Anna John was a misunderstood Native American woman living on Prince Edward Island, and her 

life story was quite tragic.  At the age of seventy-seven, as an old, wise, wrinkly woman, who had been 

through too much, Anna was revived back to life, against her will.  She was well-prepared to pass on and 

hopefully find peace in the afterlife, but the white man, like so many times before, denied her wishes.  She 

spent the last few days of her life speechless and motionless in a hospital bed – the stroke had paralyzed 

her.  Anna was a very proud and stubborn woman.  Although the white man attempted to beat her culture 

out of her when she was a child, she eventually married and relearned some of her heritage, and cherished 

those practices.  Her life was full of tragedy and woe, and she seemed to carry much of those feelings with 

her to the grave, reflecting back on the past tortures and difficulties she had received.  She was 

misunderstood, mostly because the white man wanted to have no understanding of her background, and on 

several occasions, she was sent to the “crazy house” for performing different cultural practices, like her 

burial rituals.  In her later years, her husband fell victim to war, and her child was taken from her.   

However, no one was ever able to completely break her spirit, for even on her death bed Anna wanted to 

make her foot (the only moving part of her body) dance, reminiscent of some of her happier memories.  

Hopefully she found peace in the after life, where she could be truly herself. 

 

< Here is a character description.  The highlighted sections are traits or words that describe Anna’s physical 

appearance, personality, actions, and how others reacted to her.  You do not need to highlight your words – 

this is just for example purposes only.  Try to include all of these aspects in one smooth paragraph. > 

 


