
English 421 Poetry Writing Assignment 

 
You are to write a minimum 16-line poem dealing with one of the 
topics/themes we encountered in our poetry unit.  In your poem, 
you must include vivid imagery, specific and descriptive word 
choice, and a minimum of 4 poetic devices we have studied.  You 
must also give your poem a thoughtful and suitable title. 
 
Topics of study: loneliness, love, life, slavery, the state of the 
world, the pursuit of dreams, or conquering fear 
Poetic devices: simile, metaphor, personification, alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, pun, oxymoron, symbolism, hyperbole 
 

Due: Friday, March 4th 
 
Getting Started: 
 
Choose one of the topics that interests you: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What would you like your message/theme to be about the topic?  Think about how you personally feel about 
the topic.  Write a statement that reveals your true feelings about your chosen topic: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Think about imagery that applies to the topic: 
 

 
Sights 

 

 
Sounds 

 

 
Smells 

 

 
Tastes 

 

Things to 
touch/ feel 

 

 
Now, consider words you could use that go along with the topic.  The words you use should all help create an 
overall feel for the poem (sad, depressing, joyful, gentle, harsh, optimistic, pessimistic, regretful, etc) 
 
Possible words to use: 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, begin to consider how you can tie in some poetic devices.   

 Are there comparisons you can make for some of the imagery (similes/metaphors)?   
 Can you create phrases that use alliteration, hyperbole, onomatopoeia or oxymoron with some of 

your word choices? 
 Can some of the elements you have brainstormed be personified in meaningful ways?   

 
 
 
 
 
Now that you have some ideas, how do they fit together?  How can you begin to organize your thoughts? 
 



Poem Evaluation 
(Note: a ZERO will be applied to any criteria that are not evident in the piece) 

 
Level of  
Achievement  
Criteria  

 
4 – Exemplary 

 
3 – Proficient 

 
2 – Adequate 

 
1 – Basic 

 
 
Form & 
Presentation 

poem is at least 16 lines 
in length, is laid out / 
arranged  in a 
meaningful way, has an 
appropriate and effective 
title, and has class 
information displayed 

poem is almost 16 lines in 
length, is laid out in 
somewhat of a meaningful 
way, has a title and has 
class information 

poem is close to 16 lines 
in length, but appears to 
lack thought in the way it 
is arranged or laid out; 
title is either missing or 
not appropriate/ 
thoughtful 

poem does not meet line 
requirement, and seems to 
be arranged half-hazardly; 
it lacks a title, or the title is 
not thoughtful / 
appropriate; class info may 
also be missing 

 
 
 
Use of Imagery 
(appealing to the 
senses) 

imagery is vivid and 
unexpected; the student 
has really captured the 
essence of the topic and 
forces the reader to 
connect through the 
senses 

imagery is lively and 
interesting; there is 
connection to the topic 
and the reader can 
somewhat connect with 
the senses 

poems lacks imagery; 
there is some connection 
to topic, but it is basic 
and doesn’t really appeal 
to the senses; the reader 
makes some obscure 
connections 

poem lacks imagery and 
connection to the topic; the 
poet hasn’t really 
attempted to appeal to the 
senses 

 
Word Choice 

words are precise and 
creative; student has 
searched out new and 
effective words 

words are descriptive but 
may not evoke visual 
images 

vocabulary is mundane, 
has use of clichéd or 
worn-out words; seldom 
uses interesting words 

poem lacks any use of 
creative language; 
language may be 
inappropriate  

 
Use of Poetic 
Devices 

poem includes at least 
the required 4 poetic 
devices, and they are 
used effectively  and 
creatively 

some attempt to include 
the required poetic 
devices, but use of 
language is fairly obvious; 
has some effect 

some attempt to include 
poetic devices, but does 
not meet requirement; 
they are rare and not 
very effective 

Student has not attempted 
to use poetic devices, or 
does so very rarely and 
poorly 

 
 
Application of 
theme/topic 

the poet has creatively 
applied the theme or 
topic in an original way; 
all of the pieces of the 
poem tie together to 
apply to the topic and to 
reveal theme  

there is some creativity 
and originality in the way 
the writer has applied the 
topic; most elements of 
the poem help reveal 
theme 

the poem may lack 
creativity and originality 
in its exploration of 
theme and topic; not all 
of the elements seem to 
work toward the same 
message 

the poem is void of 
creativity and originality 
and the theme and topic 
are difficult to indentify; 
the elements don’t seem to 
fit together well 

 
Use of 
Conventions 

student uses punctuation 
and other conventions in 
a purposeful and 
creative manner 

student uses punctuation 
and other conventions 
effectively 

punctuation and other 
conventions have not 
been used to create 
effective rhythm and 
meaning 

punctuation and other 
conventions are almost 
non-existent or ineffective; 
poem lacks punctuation 

 
 
Overall 
Creativity, 
Originality & 
Thoughtfulness 

subject matter is 
original; ordinary things 
are treated in 
extraordinary ways or 
with and element of 
surprise; evidence of 
thoughtfulness and 
effort 

subject matter is creative, 
and there is an attempt to 
be creative; there is some 
evidence of 
thoughtfulness and effort, 
but the poem falls a bit 
short of extraordinary 

subject matter lacks 
creativity, may seem 
predictable; it seems like 
the process was rushed 
with little thoughtfulness 
and effort; the end result 
is just fair 

subject matter is unoriginal 
and uncreative; it does not 
capture the reader’s 
attention, and appears 
rushed with little thought 
and effort; the end result is 
uninteresting 

 
Total                   /28 

 
Comments: 


