
Persuasive Speech and Research Assignment – Revision and Editing Checklist 

Each criterion is to be marked out of a possible 4 points (one for each bullet). 

Criteria Self Peer 1 Peer 2 

Introduction  
 Has a sentence that draws the reader in 
 Includes background information on the subject matter 
 Includes interesting facts/anecdote/rhetorical question/etc 
 Clearly declares a thesis statement 

   

Critical Thinking/Arguments 
 Includes 3 clear arguments 
 Each argument is sound/logical 
 Clearly states the writer’s opinion 
 The writer critically analyzes each argument in detail 

   

Evidence and Support 
 Each point made has proof to support it 
 The evidence logically supports the arguments being made 
 Each bit of evidence is explained thoroughly 
 The evidence and support appears believable and reliable 

   

Organization and sentence fluency 
 Each paragraph includes a topic sentence with details 
 Transitional phrases are used to link sentences and paragraphs 
 The essay is organized for optimal impact 
 A variety of sentence lengths, beginnings and structures have been 

used 

   

Voice/Word Choice/Language Use 
 There is a clear, effective and unique voice to the piece 
 Clear, crisp, specific, descriptive words have been used  
 The use of language and vocabulary suits the grade level/ sounds 

sophisticated 
 Time has been spend to be specific and detailed, about to avoid 

wordiness 

   

Use of persuasion 
 The writer has used a variety of persuasive techniques -- one point 

for at least 3 different techniques used – circle them: 
Rhetorical question/ anecdote/ emotional appeal/ big names/ stats and data/ 
sense of urgency/ irony/ hyperbole/ analogy—comparison  
 The arguments are compelling and convincing 

   

Conclusion 
 Includes a clearly declared restated thesis 
 Sums up the main arguments of the essay 
 Offers some last thoughts on the subject 
 Has a clincher (recommendation/ call to action /life lesson) 

   

In-text citations 
 Includes at least 3 in-text citations 
 Quotations are properly signaled and incorporated smoothly 
 All citations follow MLA guidelines 
 The use of cited material flows smoothly in the essay 

   

Mechanics (can only give full marks if there are no errors) 
 Spelling 
 Grammar 
 Punctuation /capitalization 
 Sentence errors (fragments/run-ons/comma splices) 

   

                                                                                                                          Total   /36    

 

Comments to go on reverse.  Be specific and offer suggestions for improvement in the areas you feel need the 

most attention.  Give one hug and two wishes (one thing you liked and two suggestions for improvement) 



Persuasive Speech and Research Assignment – Feedback 

Self Feedback 

 

Hug 

 

 

Wish 1 

 

 

Wish 2 

 

 

Peer 1 Feedback 

 

Hug 

 

 

Wish 1 

 

 

Wish 2 

 

 

Peer 2 Feedback 

 

Hug 

 

 

Wish 1 

 

 

Wish 2 

 

 

Checklist of Items that need to be included with final persuasive speech document: 

 Title page 

 Abstract (précis of your paper) 

 Essay Outline 

 Final Essay (intro/body paragraphs/conclusion/in-text citations) 

 Works Cited list 

 Rough draft  

 Revision/editing sheet with feedback 

 A separate document for reading your speech (can be on note/recipe cards or have presentation notes for 

yourself) 


