
AN OVERVIEW 

6+1 Traits of Writing 



The 6+1 Traits of Writing: 

1. Ideas and Content 

2. Organization 

3. Voice 

4. Word Choice 

5. Sentence Fluency 

6. Conventions 

7. Presentation 

 

 

Want a fun way to remember 
the 6 traits?   -- CSI Vow 

 
     C – Conventions 
     S – Sentence Fluency 
     I – Ideas 
     V – Voice 
     O – Organization 
     W – Word Choice 
 
 
 



1. IDEAS AND CONTENT 

6+1 Traits of Writing 
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The ideas are the heart of the message, 
the content of the piece, the main 
theme, together with details that enrich 
and develop that theme. 



Where do you get ideas? 
 

How do you begin to write? 
 

This is called the  
“pre-writing” stage…  
Gathering ideas before you put 
pen to paper 



HOW DO PROFESSIONAL 
WRITERS GET THEIR IDEAS? 

Gathering Ideas 



Stephenie Meyer – the Twilight Saga 

  

 She got the idea of her 
vampire romance series 
from a vivid dream. 

 

 She awoke from this vivid 
dream, and although she 
had a million things to do, 
she began writing and 
couldn’t stop. 



Stephen King – famous fiction writer 

 On his website 
www.stephenking.com Stephen 
King says, 'I get my ideas from 
everywhere. But what all of my ideas 
boil down to is seeing maybe one 
thing, but in a lot of cases it's seeing 
two things and having them come 
together in some new and 
interesting way, and then adding the 
question 'What if?' 'What if' is 
always the key question.  

 
 Stephen King borrows from other 

works too, like his naming of a town 
in Cujo, Castle Rock – the name of the 
tribe’s fort in Lord of the Flies. 

 



JRR Tolkien – Lord of the Rings series 

 Most of the roots or origins of 
Tolkien's stories can be found in 
the early Norse Mythology. Some 
of the dwarves names can be 
found there. The Scandanavian 
odes and stories were a definite 
influence.  

 
 Many of the other items came 

from his life experiences, 
including being bitten by a spider 
when he was young, seeing trees 
cut down and left to rot, and his 
service in the British Army in 
World War 1.  
 

 



JK Rowling – the Harry Potter series 

  

 J.K Rowling was riding in a 
train when the idea for Harry 
Potter popped into her head, 
and some of the other 
characters were still forming 
when she got off the train. She 
took some ideas from book she 
had read to make her number 
one best seller. GO J.K 
ROWLING!!!!!!!!!  

 
 Rumour has it that she was 

unemployed when the idea 
evolved – how fortunate it 
turned out to be a success! 
 
 



Deirdre Kessler – Islander children’s author 

  

 Deidre is a professor at UPEI, 

but took some time off to travel 
and attend writing workshops in 
Tasmania, an Australian island.  
While she was there she wrote a 
children’s book that was inspired 
by her surroundings. 



Reporters 

 News reporters get their ideas, stories and leads from world 
events – often these are tragic, heroic, or speak to some part of 
human nature or interest. 
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Ways to get ideas: 

 Brainstorming ideas (a visual list) 
 

 Clustering ideas (linking ideas from one to the next) 
 

 Freewriting (writing without a destination in mind, just simply putting pencil to 
paper to see what comes out) 
 

 Sketching (doodling or drawing for inspiration) 
 

 Watching tv (to see what catches your eye) 
 

 Reading another text (for inspiration) 
 

 Listen to music  (for inspiration and ideas – even words and phrases can inspire a 
whole piece of writing) 

 
 Life experiences (your own personal adventures, watching or listening to people 

interact) 



Ideas and Content 

 Ideas that work well: 
 

 A solid, main idea that is clear and identifiable (theme) 

 

 Interesting, relevant, accurate, selected details and support 

 

 Clarity so the message makes sense and is easily understood 

 

 An idea that is fully developed, whole and insightful 

 

 Concise, to-the-point presentation that shows respect for your 
reader 

 



Noticing IDEAS in a reading 

 Read the short story, “Mirror Image” by Lena 
Coakley (handout) & respond: 

 What was the author’s main idea?  What is the story about?  
List some of the topics present in the piece. 

 How well did she develop her idea?  What did you like about 
the development of the idea?  What suggestions could you offer 
to improve the story? 

 What would you say is the overall theme/message that comes 
out of the story?  Support with proof. 

 



2. ORGANIZATION 

6+1 Traits of Writing 



Organization 

 Organization is the internal structure, pattern, or 
design of a writing piece. 

 

 It gives ideas direction, purpose and momentum, 
guiding the reader from point to point. 

 

 Good organization holds a piece of writing together, 
making it easy to see the big picture (like a puzzle!). 

 



Organization that works well 

 A basic beginning-middle-end structure (lead, expansion, 
conclusion) 

 

 A lead/introduction that identifies purpose and gives a sense 
of direction 

 

 Uses logical sequencing of ideas that flow from one to the next 

 

 A conclusion that wraps up the discussion 

 

 A structure that guides the reader’s  

 thinking, leading to logical conclusions 

 



Different methods of organization 

 Sequential/chronological/ step-by-step  

 Arranges ideas by time or the order in which they occurred 

 Spatial or geographical 

 Arranges ideas according to their position (here, there) 

 Compare/contrast 

 Cause and effect 

 Problem and solution 

 Pros and cons 

 Order of importance (example: weakest to strongest argument ) 

 Beginnning/middle/end 

 Logical 

 Arranges ideas in an order that appeals to common logic 



Other Organizational Tools for Narrative Writers 

Foreshadowing – when 
an author provides hints or 
hints to something 
revealed later in the story 

 

  

 Flashback– when an author 
reveals details by flashing back to a 
past event in the narrative, or an 
event that happened prior to the 
narrative, that is essential for  
meaning and understanding 
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A good writer should (regarding organization): 

 Use a lead that hooks the reader 
 

 Use organization that is smooth 
 

 Place supporting details so they fit/make sense 
 

 Give information at just the right moment 
 

 Use organization that enhances the central idea 
 

 Use smooth transitions (ex. therefore, however, so, because…) that 
help ideas flow together 
 

 Use logical and effective structure, order, and sequence 
 

 Use a conclusion that gives the reader a sense of resolution and ties 
the ideas together 
 



“Mirror Image” for ORGANIZATION 

 How was this story organized? 

 What happens… 

 In the beginning 

 As the action rises 

 At the climactic point 

 In the end 

 How did the author make use of foreshadowing or 
flashback?   

 Was the organization in this piece effective?  Explain 
why or why not. 
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Transitions (aiding organization) 

In writing, your goal is to convey information clearly and 
concisely, if not to convert the reader to your way of thinking.   
 
Transitions help you achieve these goals by establishing logical 
connections between sentences, paragraphs and ideas.   
 
In other words, transitions tell readers what to do with the 
information you present them.   
 
Whether single words, quick phrases or full sentences, they 
function as signs for readers to tell them how to think about, 
organize, and react to old and new ideas as they read through 
what you have written. 
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Common Transitional Phrases 
Purpose/Relationship Examples 

Cause and effect Because…then, with the result that, consequently, as a result, 
therefore, thus, then 

Showing similarity Similarly, likewise, in a similar manner, also, as, like 

Showing contrast In contrast, on the other hand, an opposing view, in summary, 
but, however, instead, nevertheless, though, although, still, 
unfortunately, that being said 

Drawing conclusion Therefore, finally, hence, together these, to sum it up, in short, 
for these reasons, in conclusion 

Showing emphasis Chiefly, mainly, the primary…, especially, above all, in fact, most 
importantly, in other words 

Making additional points In addition, also, as well, and, furthermore, besides, finally 

Showing time  Then, afterwards, eventually, next, immediately, meanwhile, 
previously 

Showing space Next to, across from, below, nearby, inside, beyond, between, 
surrounding 

Providing examples For example, for instance 

Showing progression First, second, third, it follows that 



Transitional Phrases in Action 

Even though this class can be 
noisy, it is full of young, 

enthusiastic minds of 
respectful students. 

This class can be noisy.  For instance, the students 
often talk so loudly the neighbouring class has to 

knock on the wall to warn us to be quieter.  Also, it 
is difficult to get the attention of the students, 
especially when they are busy talking to one 

another.   Although it might be noisy, it is awfully 
enjoyable to teach this class. 

showing 
contrast 

providing example making 
additional 
points 

showing 
emphasis 

showing 
contrast 



The difference transitions can make: 

 Vanessa is a beautiful girl. 

 Her boyfriend dumped her. 

 

How do you think the two thoughts are connected?  
Add transitions/ reasoning. 



The difference transitions can make: 

Option 1: 

 

Even though Vanessa is a beautiful girl, her boyfriend 
dumped her. 

 
We don’t know why her boyfriend dumped her, but her being beautiful 

didn’t change his decision. 



The difference transitions can make: 

Option 2: 

 

Due to the fact that Vanessa is a beautiful girl, her 
boyfriend dumped her. 

 
Vanessa’s boyfriend dumped her because she was beautiful – that was 

his deciding factor. 



The difference transitions can make: 

 Notice how the transitional words and phrases – 
the specific links between ideas – totally changed 
the meaning of the sentences!  

 

 Without such transitions, interpretation is left 
open to the reader –and this can lead to 
conclusions the writer never intended. 



A good writer should (regarding organization): 

 Use a lead that hooks the reader 
 

 Use organization that is smooth 
 

 Place supporting details so they fit/make sense 
 

 Give information at just the right moment 
 

 Use organization that enhances the central idea 
 

 Use smooth transitions that help ideas flow together 
 

 Use logical and effective structure, order, and sequence 
 

 Use a conclusion that gives the reader a sense of resolution and ties 
the ideas together 
 



3. VOICE 

6+1 Traits of Writing 



Voice 

 Voice is a writer’s personality 
and individuality translated 
on paper 

 

 It is the enthusiasm, energy, 
curiosity, and commitment 
behind the writing 

 

 Voice shows that a writer 
cares about his/her audience 
and topic 

 



.  

Writing rich with voice 
includes: 

Sensory 
statements 
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Describe the voice in this piece: 

I had spent every day of the last three years of my 
life dreaming about the day I would have a dog. 
Now, my mother stood before me, holding a box 
containing my new pet. My heart stopped. The 

creature inside the box moved, and it was clear that 
this was not the pet I had hoped for. 



How do I include voice in my writing? 

 Notice voice in the writing of others and analyze their strategies 
 

 Read aloud to hear the voice in a piece 
 

 Know the topic that you are writing about, which will help to create a confident 
voice 
 

 Choose topics about which you feel curious or enthusiastic  
 

 Using strong imagery or sensory details to bring a scene to life (description) 
 

 Write with honesty 
 

 Keep the audience in mind and respond to their needs or anticipate  
 questions you think they might have 

 
 Use a voice appropriate for the context/situation 

 



A good writer should (when considering voice): 

 Write to be read 
 

 Connect with the reader 
 

 Write honestly and from the heart 
 

 Care about what he/she has written 
 

 Share his/her feelings about the topic 
 

 Use expression and language that brings the topic to life for the reader 
 

 Give the reader a sense of the person behind the words 
 

 Speak to the reader, without using the word “you” 

 



Words to 
describe 
voice 
 
Similar to tone – words 
used to convey the 
writer’s attitude about 
the subject 
 
 

 Absurd 

 Accusatory 

 Aggressive 

 Amused 

 Belligerent 

 Bitter 

 Comic 

 Compassionate 

 Critical 

 Defensive 

 Defiant 

 Direct 

 Enthusiastic 

 Evasive 

 Formal 

 Humble 

 Intense 

 Ironic 

 Loving 

 Malicious 

 Mocking 
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5 ways to find your voice…in 5 voices 

 1.  Understand what voice is 

 Voice is the personality behind your writing, the thing that 
makes readers recognize your work even when they don’t 
recognize the byline. Many things contribute to voice: 
sentence structure, word choice, mood, tone, and more—so 
by definition, all books have voice. But not all of them have 
really standout voices; the writing may be clean, but it lacks 
personality. But a unique and strong voice is priceless; it 
can make a book un-put-down-able regardless of plot. 

Orges, Stephanie.  “5 ways to find your voice, in 5 voices”.  Be Kind, Rewrite.  
2013.  28 Sept 2015.  Web. 



5 ways to find your voice…in 5 voices 

 2.  Train yourself to recognize a strong voice 
This is easy, like if you read a lot or whatever. I mean, anybody 
can tell the difference between Ray Bradbury and Doug Adams 
and Earny Heming-whats-it, even if you throw out the plots. 
You just gotta know how to listen. Like, Bradbury is real poetic 
and descriptive and stuff. He can take you right back to summer 
vacation even if you’re freezing your toes off in December. 
Adams just thinks the whole universe is a joke, which makes 
him kind of depressing and really funny at the same time. And 
Heming…the Old Man and the Sea guy? He cuts out all the 
fancy words and just tells a simple story, but it’s pretty deep and 
stuff. I’ll post some little word clippy things next week so you 
can see what I mean. 



5 ways to find your voice…in 5 voices 

 3.  Remember, your narrator is a character, too 
 If you are behooved to write in the first person—telling the tale through, for 

instance, the eyes of your protagonist—you have certainly delved into that 
character’s innermost thoughts. But have you skewed every line of narrative 
with a unique, stylistic flourish? 

 Worse, a third-person writer may not have dreamed there was another 
character waiting to be tended to. But even a narrator who never steps 
upon the threshold of a single scene, is as vital as your hero—nay, perhaps 
more so. He is the voice within the reader’s ear. The eye peeking over their 
shoulder. Wouldst thou really let him wallow in commonplace prose? 

 Naturally, he must come from within you, and thus must start out as a part 
of you. Mayhaps he is an uttermost extreme version of a one side of 
yourself. Or mayhaps he is the darkest corner of your mind. Mayhaps he is 
the wit you wish you were. Ask yourself why he is telling the story. To 
entertain? To teach? To confront? To rant? Why does he bother himself to 
write it all down? 

 You may write in his voice all the time, or you may change narrators, as you 
would shoes, for each story you write. But whatever you do, do not let him 
(or, as it may be, her) become a bore. 



5 ways to find your voice…in 5 voices 

 4.  Experiment 

 When write long piece, piece like novel, you maybe accidentally 
write different voices. Maybe you read this book when you write 
chapter one, make you write one way. Maybe you listen to this 
song when you write chapter two, make you write another way. 
Then you go back, you read different voices, you see one you like, 
you write again to make all sound like voice you like. But you 
should try do more. 

 Take paragraph, write five different ways. Like a different person 
write each one. Maybe one a scared little child. Maybe one a 
drama queen. Maybe one a angry man. Or a alien. Or Death. 

 Find voice you like? Write more. Write whole scene. 

 We go deeper in voice experimentation in two weeks. 



5 ways to find your voice…in 5 voices 

 5.  Rewrite! 

 Come on people. You should have guessed this one. Did you 
not read the title of this website? What is wrong with you? 
Finding your voice isn’t as easy as changing a word or two. 
Oh-ho, of course you wish it was. But we can’t all have what 
we wish for, now can we? You’re going to have to go over 
that baby a few times, maybe alotta times, before it sounds 
peachy-keen. You should already know this. Why are you 
still reading? 



Writing with Voice Activity:  
Writer’s Notebook 

 Scenario:  You are at the grocery store and someone 
cuts the line ahead of you.  You have already been 
waiting awhile to pay for your items, and you are 
growing increasingly impatient.  

 

 Write what you would say/think in this instance, but 
write it in 3 different voices (example: sweet, rude, 
sarcastic).  For each, make sure to use specific word 
choice to help demonstrate voice. 



4. WORD CHOICE 

6+1 Traits of Writing 



Word Choice 

 Word choice is the careful selection of words to fit the 
audience, topic, and purpose. 

 

 Well-chosen words create vivid images and/or clarify 
meaning. 

 

 Secrets to successful word choice: simplicity, use of 
powerful verbs, sensitivity to needs and knowledge of 
audience, and restraint. 

 

 Aim for using the “just right” words that convey the 
message clearly. 

 



A good writer should (for word choice): 

 Be concise  
 

 Avoid repetition 
 

 Use words correctly 
 

 Use powerful, action verbs  
 

 Use specific, descriptive nouns and adjectives 
 

 Use slang and clichés sparingly 
 

 Use language that is natural and not overdone 
 

 Use words that create a mental picture for the reader 

 

Slang – homie, 
crib, pimped, 

dunno, a buck, 
a-list, dammit, 
mack daddy, 

mula, sell-out Clichés – bite 
the dust, apple 
of her eye, big 
as life, cold as 

ice, clear as 
mud, ants in his 

pants 



Word Choice Activity 1: Variety is the Spice of Life 
Writer’s Notebook Activity 

WALKING 
 Make a list of all of the ways someone or 

something could be walking (example: scurried).  
Use any form of the verb (walk, walking, 
walked).   

 
 How many variations on the work “walk” can 

you come up with in 1 minute? 
 

 Stopwatch 
 
 After you have created a list, ad adverbs to the 

verbs (example: hurriedly, slowly) 
 
 Compare these verb/adverb combinations with 

the simple word “walking”.   
 
 Is there a difference in what you “see”? 

In your notebook, it should 
look like this: 

Variations for 
“walk” 

Adverbs to use 
with “walk” 

walk slowly 

http://www.online-stopwatch.com/


More on Word Choice 

Use strong vocabulary 

Use natural words 

Make good choices 

Use energetic verbs 

Use specific nouns 

Use effective words and 
phrases 

Minimal use of slang, 
cliches, and repetition 

Word choice is the use of rich, 
colourful, precise language that 
moves and enlightens the reader. 



Word Choice Activity 2: Tired Words 

Tired words Replacement Words 

Nice 

Pretty 

Big 

Really 

Fun 

Things/stuff 

A lot 

Neat 

Stupid 

boring 

Write the above chart in your scribbler, then brainstorm at least 
2 suggestions to replace each of these tired words.   



DENOTATION VS. 
CONNOTATION 

WORD CHOICE 



The difference words can make… 
Denotation vs. Connotation 

Denotation – literal meaning of a word (dictionary 
definition) 

 

Connotation – suggestive meaning - associations or 
emotional connections to words 

Taking this into consideration, it is important to pay attention to your word 
choices because words can convey emotional connections or reactions that are 

either favourable or offensive. 



Check out some examples of synonyms (words that mean 
basically the same thing) that have very different 
connotations (feelings associated with them) 

Positive  Neutral  Negative 

homeless people without 
homes 

Vagrants/hobos 

lady woman chick/ babe 

critter animal beast 

svelte/slim thin skinny/scrawny 

home house residence 

little one child brat 



More thoughts on Connotation 

 My inability to warm up to strangers is caused by "shyness," but 
yours is caused by "stand-offishness." 
 

 I take you to a restaurant that is "charmingly unpretentious," but 
you take me to a restaurant that is a "dive." 
 

 Jane marries John because of his "boyish charm"--and divorces him 
because of his "immaturity." 

Distinguishing between two words that seem to 
mean the same, but have different colors and shapes 
and suggestions--this is essential to the art of 
writing, and also of speaking. . . . 



More examples 

 I am "strong-minded," but you are "opinionated." 
 

 I am opposed to your newfangled ideas because I believe 
in "the value of tradition," but you are opposed to my 
sensible reforms because you are "blindly clinging to the 
past.” 
 

 They try to change Our minds by "propaganda," but We 
try to change Their minds by "information." 
 

 When my candidate reverses his mind after election, it 
proves he is "open minded"; when yours does the same 
thing, it shows him up as "a man of no principle." 
 



Connotation Exercise #1 

Below are groups of words which are often used to describe people.  

What are the connotations of the words? 

 

1. Childlike, Youthful, Childish, Young 

2. Disabled, Crippled, Handicapped, Retarded 

3. Relaxed, Laid-back, Lackadaisical, Easy-going 

4. Slim, Skinny, Slender, Thin 

5. Cheap, Frugal, Miserly, Economical 

6. Young, Immature, Juvenile, Youthful 

7. Inquisitive, Interested, Curious, Convivial 

8. Confident, Secure, Proud, Egotistical 

9. Lovely, Knockout, Beautiful, Stunning 

10. Talkative, Conversational, Chatty, Nosy 

Childish and childlike implies that someone is immature, 
but youthful infers that someone is lively and energetic 

Crippled, handicapped, and retarded have 
negative connotations and are no longer used 

because they are considered offensive. 



Answers 

3. Lackadaisical means that someone is not interested and is lacking life. 

4. Skinny implies that someone is too thin. 

5. Cheap, frugal, and miserly infers that someone is not generous and is very stingy 

with their money. 

6. Immature and juvenile suggest that someone is childish. 

7. Inquisitive can mean that someone asks too many questions. 

8. Proud and egotistical mean that someone thinks very highly of themselves. 

9. Although knockout can be taken as a compliment, it can also be considered sexist 

when referring to a woman. 

10. Talkative and chatty can mean that someone talks too much; and nosy that 

someone asks too many questions. 



Connotation Exercise #2 

Read the sentences below. Can you identify the words that have a negative 
connotation? 

 

1. Bedford is an uppity neighborhood, but the rents are cheap. 

2. On my flight to Los Angeles, I sat next to this babe. She was absolutely 

stunning. 

3. Every morning my neighbor takes his mutt to the park. It always barks 

loudly when leaving the building. 

4. You need to be pushy when you are looking for a job. 

5. Bob is quite vocal at every staff meeting. He always speaks. 

 

Answers: 1. Uppity; 2. Babe; 3. Mutt; 4. Pushy; 5. Vocal 



Some Tips to Consider 

 There are certain circumstances when you might want to deliberately 
use a word that carries less than a positive connotation; however, you 
may want to avoid mistakenly using a word with a negative or 
misleading connotation. 

 

 Depending on the context, the connotation of a word choice can change 
the meaning of a sentence considerably. For example, using the words 
“chick” or “babe” to refer to a woman often carry a negative 
connotation, especially if women are part of the audience.  Those same 
words, however, may not cause much offence amongst a group of men 
talking about Angelina Jolie.  

 

 Demi Lovato being called "woman" on XFactor 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEE-EcBmAJs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEE-EcBmAJs


This is the range of 
human emotions. 

 
We often have 

emotional responses to 

words and writing. 



Beautiful & Ugly Words 

 
One of the many fascinating features of our language is 
how often words with pleasant associations are also 
quite pleasing on the tongue and even to the eye, and 
how many words, by contrast, acoustically and visually 
corroborate their disagreeable nature — look no further 
than the heading of this page. 
 
 
 



Beautiful & Ugly Words 

Beguile – deceive 
Enchanted – charmed 
Enrapture – delighted 
Etiquette – proper conduct 
Epiphany – revelation 
Exuberant – abundant, unrestrained 

Idyllic – contentedly pleasing 
Iridescent – luster 
Lullaby – soothing song 
Plethora – abundance 
Radiant – glowing 
Serene – peaceful 
Succulent – juicy 
Sublime – exalted, transcendent 
Tranquility - peacefulness 
 
 
 

Cacophony – confused noise 
Coarse – common, crude, rough 
Cynical – distrustful, self-interested 

Decrepit – worn-out, run-down 
Disgust – aversion, distaste 
Grimace – expression of disgust or pain 

Grotesque – distorted, bizarre 
Leech – parasite 
Mediocre – ordinary, of low quality 

Rancid – offensive, smelly 
Repulsive – disgusting 
Shrill – high-pitched 
Slaughter – butcher, carnage 
Visceral – crude, anatomically graphic 



Connotation at play 

 The teacher was 
unreasonable/thoughtless/preposterous. 

 

 That was an unwise/stupid mistake. 

 

 Your child has a poor work ethic/is lazy. 

 

 The homeless man/vagrant/hobo is in 
need/requires/could use/is entitled to a 
good/nourishing/gourmet meal. 

 

 

How do the 
highlighted 

words change 
the meaning 

of the 
sentence? 



Final Thoughts 

 As  you read and listen to other people speak, you cultivate a rich 
vocabulary of precise and colourful words that let you say exactly what 
you want – not come close, but nail it on the head.  This is the essence 
of good word choice.  Every new word increases your writing power. 

 
  

Enrich the poetry of your prose by applying 
words that provide precise connotation while 

evoking emotional responses. 



Reading for Voice & Word Choice 

 Read the short entry “Thanks for Not Killing My 
Son” p.20-21 fromWhat’s Your Problem 

 

 Respond: 

 Describe the writer’s voice in this piece.  Use specific examples 
of words and phrases to support your choice. 

 Is the voice and word choice different than what you would 
normally expect in this situation?  Explain 

 Is the voice and word choice effective?  Explain why or why 
not. 



5. SENTENCE 
FLUENCY 

6+1 Traits of Writing 



What is sentence fluency? 

 Fluency: 

 The smoothness or flow with which sounds, syllables, words or 
phrases are joined together when speaking quickly. 

 

 This also applies to writing – creating an overall flow to your 
writing. 

 

In what other contexts have you 

heard the word “fluency” or  

“fluent” being used? 



The Sentence Fluency Check 

 Take a short excerpt of a piece of your writing 
(about a 6 sentence chunk) 
 

 Number each sentence (1-6) on a blank sheet of 
paper 
 

 Write the first four words of each sentence next 
to its number 
 

 Count the total number of words in the 
sentence and write that number down as well 
 

 When you finish these steps, ask yourself:   
 Is there a variety of different sentence 

beginnings? 
 Are the sentences of varying lengths? 

 
 

What that might look like: 
 
1. Today was a beautiful (12) 
2. Due to the fact that (8) 
3. We went skiing and (22) 
4. It was awesome to (7) 
5. Next time we will (18) 
6. I am now going (5) 


