


Betcha I can!?! 

 

 Ernest Hemingway, a 

famous writer, once placed 

a bet with a friend that he 

could write an entire story in 

just 6 words.   

 

 Would you have taken the 

bet against him? 



For sale: 
baby shoes, 
never worn. 

(Ernest Hemingway) 

http://flickr.com/photos/akahodag/2291518919/sizes/l/


Is it possible to tell a story in just 6 words? 

• What happened in Hemingway’s 6 word story? 

 

• Who are the characters? 

 

• What is the action/problem? 

 

• How is the problem resolved? 

For sale: baby shoes, never worn. 
(Ernest Hemingway) 



 

 

Since Hemingway’s time, his idea of a 6 

word story, or memoir, has stuck, any many 

people have mimicked it. 

 

Check out the following examples… 

 



• For each one, think of a word to describe 

it.   

• Try using specific adjectives like: gloomy, 

peaceful, reminiscent, despairing, 

lonesome, hopeful….. 

 



• Determine if there is conflict present in 

each, and if so, what is the conflict? 

 

• Think: 

– Man vs. self 

– Man vs. nature/society 

– Man vs. another person 
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How about some 10 Word 

Stories?.....  



I broke my hand punching a wall.   

    Talk about issues. 
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 I ran away, 

but nobody came looking.   

                      Now what? 
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I lost myself in our whispered 

nighttime conversations. 
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If words could stop the 

bleeding,  

I’d write endlessly. 



EXPLORING THE NARRATIVE 

Let’s look at some 10 word stories in 





• Today, you will write your story in 10 words or less.  You may mimic the style 
of those we have looked at, or be entirely unique.  Due to the conciseness of 
this activity, word choice and voice are critical. 

 

• Your memoir will go on a recipe card and will need to be displayed in a 
creative, artistic way.  These will be put on display in the classroom. 

 

• On the reverse of the card (the lined side) you will write an explanation of 
what you were thinking when you wrote this memoir, what it means to you, 
and what you hope others will interpret about you from reading it.  (This will 
be called: Writer’s Reflection) 


