
Collecting pieces of textual evidence from all three of your texts.  
Three pieces of textual evidence from each text resulting in nine pieces all together. 
 
Types of textual evidence (review): 
"Quotation" (Kennedy 86).  

Paraphrase - rewriting text in your own words/style (Kennedy 101-103).   

Summary - summarizing a portion of the text in a simpler and more effective way (Kennedy 211-214).   
 

All three types of textual evidence require in-text citations  

(Author Last Name [space] Page number). 

Punctuation goes AFTER the in-text citation. 
 

"Quotation" (Kennedy 86).  
Basic Rule of Thumb:  You should only quote directly from a text when it's important for the reader to actually see the 
language used by the author and you do not want to lose the essence of the author's idea(s).    

 
A great technique for incorporating quotations: 
*If you do not want to include the whole quote, and a lot of times it’s unnecessary, break up the quotation with . . . and 
skip the irrelevant text, moving on to the more important text. 
**You ONLY use quotations if you are citing the exact words from a text.** 
 
Example: 
At the feet of the naval officer, Ralph realizes the true potential of "man's essential illness" (Golding 126) and he weeps 
for "the end of innocence, the darkness of man's heart, and the fall through the air of the true, wise friend called Piggy 
(Golding 290).   
 
Paraphrase - rewriting text in your own words/style (Kennedy 101-103).   
 
Sometimes it is more effective to put the text into your own words.  Whereas a summary provides your reader with a 
condensed overview of a source, a paraphrase still offers the same amount of detail provided in the original source.    
*represent the author accurately  
*use your own words consistently 
*cite the source 
Example:  
In Shakespeare's Julius Caesar, Marc Antony propagates a civil war by manipulating the plebians with clever rhetoric; for 
instance he ironically describes Brutus and the conspirators as honorable men (III.ii.90). 
 
Summary - summarizing a portion of the text in a simpler and more effective way (Kennedy 211-214).  

 
Sometimes it is both cumbersome and ineffective to try and quote or paraphrase passages of text.  For instance, it is not 
effective to quote an entire dialogue between two characters even though it really demonstrates how jealousy can cause 
one to act immorally! 
 
So, you write a condensed version of the author's key points.  Look at the textual evidence and think: 
*What does the reader need to know? 
*What are the most important points? 
*What truly supports my argument? 
 
Example:  
As leaders, Jack and Ralph have each decided on different priorities for the group.  Golding demonstrates this conflict of 
ideas through the conversation between Jack and Ralph while the huts are being built; Ralph emphasizes the importance 
of rescue and the signal fire while it is evident that Jack wants to spend his time hunting for meat (Golding 69-74).    

 



Some other rules to be aware of for your final assessment paper: 

*Italicize the title of major works – novel or play 

*Place “quotation marks” around titles of minor works – short story or poem 

*You will need a works cited at the end of your paper listing all of the sources used in your paper:

 alphabetical order, double spaced and hanging indentation 

  

How to begin organizing your ideas:  
 

Basic Essay Structure 
This is a guideline, some of you will experiment with style and organization but this is a good map to follow as 
it lines up with the rubric.   
 
Introduction:   
 -Introductory statements 
 -Introduce supporting ideas  

-Provide a taste of some of the connections that you will be making 
 -Thesis Statement (underlined, please) 
 
Paragraph(s) (you will have several - at least three): 

-Topic Sentence (should connect back to/support your thesis statement) 
 -Textual Evidence(1)  
  (For instance in Golding's Lord of the Flies ... )  
 -Explanation/Discussion/Analysis of textual evidence (your ideas/thoughts/insights) 
 -Textual Evidence(2) 
  (Whereas in Shakespeare's Julius Caesar ...)  
 -Explanation/Discussion/Analysis (your ideas/thoughts/insights) 
 -Textual Evidence (3)  
  (In the short story "Lysandra's Poem"...)  
 -Explanation/Discussion/Analysis (your ideas/thoughts/insights) 
 -Making connections between the texts you've presented 

-Concluding Sentence (should tie back to your topic sentence and wrap up your ideas in this paragraph) 
-Transition into new idea - introduce next idea and connect to last idea (optional but provides a nice 
flow to your paper) 

 
Conclusion: 
 -Conclusion statements  
 -Restate key points (do not introduce any new ideas) 

-Restated Thesis Statement - re-write your thesis statement in a new and provocative way that leaves 
the reader feeling satisfied. 

 


