
Independent Novel Assignment 
English 431 

 

 
 
 

Part I: Formal ORAL presentation - BOOK TALK & 
VISUAL PRESENTATION 
 

The goal of the book talk is to interest others in your novel, so it is 
important that you have thoroughly read, understood and enjoyed 
your novel. No matter which way you choose to interest others in the 
book, you must NEVER give away the ending of the story.  I would 
encourage you to make outside connections with issues in society, our 
present culture and the world at large (ie. teen suicide, genetic 
engineering, capital punishment, self-esteem/belonging, etc.) 

 
 Your visual presentation should contain some visual elements (ie. power 
point presentation, a video) Keep it in the back of your mind when preparing your 
presentation that you are “SELLING” this book to others in the class.  Make it as 
interesting as you possibly can and be ready to accept 
questions about your novel from your audience.  YOUR 
PRESENTATION MUST BE A MINIMUM OF 
TWO TO FIVE (2-5) MINUTES.  The book talks will 
begin late October on portfolio day. If you come 
unprepared to present, you will receive a 0, unless you 
have a legitimate reason that has been discussed with 
the teacher beforehand.  
 
Visual Presentation Pointers:  

 This should support what you are saying in your book talk, not replace it. 

 If preparing a slideshow, each slide should have at least one image that relates 
to the content of the slide and your novel. 

 Each slide should have no more than 15 words.  You will supplement these 
words with what you say in your book talk. 

 
 
Part II: Written Component  

 
Responses should be approximately one half page per section.  Use the questions 
provided only as a GUIDE to get you started on your reflection–they should not be 
used as a checklist!  You may also refer to examples provided and the notes you wrote 
in your journals you kept while reading the novel. 
 

Independent Reading:  Each student will read a novel by 
the end of October, and complete the tasks listed below. 
 



Section Questions to guide your response 

1. Opening Evaluate the beginning or your novel: 

 What attracted you to this novel? 

 Does it hook you?  How? 

 Does the writer take a while to get started? 

 What things did you learn in the opening section? 

2. Character analysis Discuss your favourite character from the novel and write a 
character analysis of him/her.  Your response should give 
the reader a good understanding of your character.  Give a 
brief overview, like name, age, role in the story, and then 
focus on character traits.  Remember- physical description 
is only important if it tells something about the character 
(like if they are scarred, deformed, etc.)  Use PPE (point, 
proof, explanation) format. 

3. Theme/ life lessons State the main life lessons that seem to dominate the novel.  
Consider the following questions to help guide you: 

 Is this story something that could really happen? 

 What important life lessons are learned? 

 How can you apply the themes/lessons in the novel 
in your own life? 

 In your opinion, is this a good story?  Explain why or 
why not. 

 Why do you think the writer considered this subject 
worthy? 

 Is the life lesson interesting and/or useful? Explain. 

4. Favourite passages Select three (3) of your favourite or most memorable 
moments from the novel.  If the passages are not too long, 
include them.  Explain why you liked each, and/or how they 
were significant/important in the novel. 

5. Social Connections 
& Final Thoughts 

This paragraph should discuss any social connections that 
are relevant in your novel (high school shootings, cloning, 
teen suicide, date rape).  In your discussion, link these issues 
to real world experiences and connections.  Conclude with 
your final evaluation of the novel, and your 
recommendation or non-recommendation. 

 
 
Good luck on this novel study assignment.  PLEASE see me for clarification or 
explanation if you need any. All written assignments are due on the Friday 
after presentations______________________. 
                Due Date 

 

English 431 Independent Novel Assessment Rubrics 



Book Talk & Visual Representation – Speaking SCO 3 

Category 1 2 3 4 

Verbal Communication – 
Voice 

Volume, pace, clarity, and 
expression are 
inappropriate 
 
Tone of voice fails to 
engage audience 

Volume, pace, clarity, and 
expression are appropriate 
 
Tone of voice occasionally 
engages the audience 

Volume, pace, clarity, and 
expression are effective 
 
Tone of voice consistently 
engages the audience 

Volume, pace, clarity, and 
expression enhance 
delivery/ message  
 
Tone of voice captivates 
the audience 

Verbal Communication – 
Body Language & Poise 

Uses body language and 
gesture ineffectively; 
appears uncomfortable & 
lacks confidence 

Uses body language and 
gesture with some 
effectiveness; appears a bit 
uncomfortable & 
unconfident 

Uses body language and 
gesture effectively to 
support presentation; 
demonstrates some 
comfort and confidence 

Uses body language and 
gesture skillfully to 
enhance presentation; 
exhibits good poise and 
confidence 

Organization May have attempted to 
organize presentation; 
purpose is blurred 

Appropriately organizes 
presentation; purpose is 
somewhat clear 

Effectively organizes 
presentation; purpose is 
clear 

Insightfully organizes 
presentation to enhance 
purpose 

Explanation Uses limited details to 
explain the novel 
 
Not appropriate to 
purpose & audience 

Uses simplistic details to 
explain the novel 
 
Somewhat appropriate to 
purpose & audience 

Uses meaningful details to 
explain the novel 
 
Mostly appropriate to 
purpose & audience 

Uses insightful details to 
explain the novel 
 
Appropriate to purpose & 
audience 
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Written Component – Writing SCO 8 

Category 1 2 3 4 

Ideas Writing is underdeveloped.   
 
 
Ideas are unsupported by 
details or the details are 
inappropriate.  The 
purpose is not achieved. 

Writing is supported by 
simplistic ideas. 
 
Ideas are supported by 
simple details; however, 
the purpose can be 
understood. 

Writing is supported by 
effective ideas. 
 
Ideas are effectively 
supported by mostly 
specific details.  The 
purpose is clear. 

Writing is supported by 
rich and detailed ideas. 
 
Ideas are consistently 
supported by specific and 
appropriate details.  The 
purpose is clear and 
insightful. 

Inclusion & Quality of 
thought of Requested 
Components 

Few of the requested items 
were included with 
inadequate development & 
detail 

Only some of the 
requested items were 
included with minimal 
development & detail 

Most of the requested 
items were included with 
good development & detail 

All items requested were 
included with insightful 
development & detail 

Organization Paragraphs are 
underdeveloped or absent.  
 
Transitions are lacking. 
 
Introduction &/or 
conclusion are missing 
&/or inappropriate. 

Paragraphs are present but 
may be awkward or weak. 
 
Transitions are weak. 
 
Functional introduction 
&/or conclusion. 

Developed paragraphs 
 
Effective transitions 
connect ideas and 
supporting details 
Effective introduction and 
conclusion 

Well developed paragraphs 
 
Fluid transitions connect 
ideas and supporting 
details to enhance 
organization 
Engaging introduction & 
conclusion 

Word Choice Word choice is imprecise 
&/or inadequate; writing 
contains confusing, 
immature, &/or 
inappropriate word choices 

Word choice is simplistic 
but conventional; writing 
may contain awkward, dull, 
or repetitive word choices 

Word choice is usually 
clear and effective; writing 
is made competent by 
functional word choices 

Word choice is consistently 
clear, vivid, and precise; 
writing is energized by 
powerful words 

Sentence Fluency & 
Conventions 

Lack of flow & rhythm, 
simple sentence structures, 
limited control of 
conventions; numerous 
errors interfere with 
meaning 

Inconsistent flow & 
rhythm, basic control of 
simple sentence structures, 
adequate control of 
conventions; errors may 
interfere with meaning 

Effective flow & rhythm, 
effective control of 
sentence structures, 
effective control of 
conventions; minor errors 
may exist, but don’t 
interfere with meaning 

Exceptional flow & 
rhythm, skillful control of 
complex sentence 
structures, consistent & 
confident control of 
conventions; exceptionally 
few errors 

 

            /20 

Written Component – Reading SCO 4 



Category 1 2 3 4 

Narrative Structure  
(sentence length & 
complexity, word choice, 
dialogue, graphics – the 
writing style) 

Makes ineffective or 
limited comments about 
the author’s use of 
narrative structure 

Makes simplistic 
comments about the 
author’s use of narrative 
structure 

Makes effective comments 
about the author’s use of 
narrative structure 

Makes insightful 
comments about the 
author’s use of narrative 
structure 

Characteristics 
(setting, conflict, plot, 
characterization, point of 
view – story elements) 

Makes ineffective or 
limited comments about 
the author’s use of 
characteristics to affect 
meaning & message 

Makes simplistic 
comments about the 
author’s use of 
characteristics to affect 
meaning & message 

Makes effective comments 
about the author’s use of 
characteristics to affect 
meaning & message 

Makes insightful 
comments about the 
author’s use of 
characteristics to affect 
meaning & message 

Purpose/Theme 
(make connections – text 
to text, text to self, text to 
world) 

Makes ineffective or 
limited comments about 
the relevance of the 
purpose/theme 

Makes simplistic 
comments about the 
relevance of the 
purpose/theme 

Makes effective comments 
about the relevance of the 
purpose/theme 

Makes insightful 
comments about the 
relevance of the 
purpose/theme 

Support Attempts to support ideas 
with limited evidence 

Supports ideas with basic 
evidence 

Effectively supports ideas 
with relevant evidence 

Insightfully supports ideas 
with significant and diverse 
evidence 
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