
A Reading Assessment 
 

Task: Find a poem you feel is worthy of some exploring – it offers insight into the human 

condition, makes you feel something, is entertaining, or just plain enjoyable – and conduct a 

detailed analysis of it, focusing on the questions below.  This can be a famous poem, one you 

just happened to stumble across, or a song.   Although there are many poems and songs out 

there, some are better than others – take time to locate one with some substance. 

 

Questions for Response: 

Section Questions to Answer 

 

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n 

 What is the title of the poem? 

 Why did you choose this poem? 

 Who wrote it?   

 When was it written? 

 Offer some contextual information about the poet that helps establish 

meaning for the poem. 

 

B
od

y 
P

ar
ag

ra
ph

s 

For each of the following categories, use textual evidence (quotes) to support 

your ideas. 

 What is the poem about? (its topic, story, intended meaning) 

 What is the overall mood/feeling in the poem? 

 How do the figures of speech/poetic language contribute to the 

meaning of the poem?  Provide at least 3 specific examples of poetic 

devices (imagery, symbolism, simile, alliteration, metaphor, 

personification, hyperbole, oxymoron) and explain the meaning and 

significance of each and how it enhances the poem.   

 

C
on

cl
us

io
n  What is the overall theme or message about life in the poem?   

 Is the poem relevant to today’s society? 

 Why should it be appreciated?  What value does it have? 

 Any final thoughts to wrap it up. 

 

Format: 

 Write your analysis in essay format. 

 Give your assignment a cover page with a title, your name, the date, the course, and 

your teacher’s name. 

 Respond to the above questions, in detail.  Arrange the body paragraphs in 

whichever order works best for developing your argument.  

 Your response should be your interpretation of the poem.  Be original and insightful.   

English 421 Poetry Analysis Assignment 



 Make sure to use textual evidence (quoted material or summaries of content) to 

support your ideas. 

 Your response should be typed, double-spaced, and in proper paragraph format. 

 Make sure to edit your work for clarity, minimizing errors in spelling, punctuation and 

grammar.  
 

Due date: ________________________________ 

Grading: 

Your analysis will be graded on the following checklist with each criteria valued at 4:  

4 – Outstanding, 3 – Strong, 2 – Adequate, 1 – Weak, 0 – Not Evident 

 

Section Criteria Mark 

Format You have organized your thoughts in a meaningful and 

logical manner, and your work is polished (free of spelling, 

punctuation and grammar errors. 

 

Inclusion of 

Contextual Info 

You have successfully introduced the poem, with title, 

date and relevant information about the poet that helps 

add to the poem’s topic & meaning. 

 

Understanding of 

Poem 

Your understanding of the poem is evident through a 

clear and insightful description of its topic and/or story, 

and intended meaning. 

 

Identification of 

Mood & Theme 

You have clearly and logically identified the overall mood 

and theme of the poem, using specific wording and clear 

explanation. 

 

Discussion of 

Poetic Devices 

You have accurately identified 3 poetic devices used in 

the poem, explained the meaning of each, and described 

how each enhanced the poem. 

 

Use of Textual 

Evidence 

You have fully supported your ideas with evidence from 

the poem by directly quoting lines or summarizing the 

content. 

 

Conclusion & 

Final Thoughts 

You manage to wrap up your discussion of the poem by 

reflecting on its relevance, why it should be appreciated 

or valued, and offering final insights. 

 

 

Total Evaluation  

 

/28 

 

Comments: 


