
  

Due date: __________________________ 

 

The Task:  

 Select a poem 16-30 lines long to read aloud to the class. 
 Either memorize it, or become so familiar with it that you almost have it memorized.  You 

can bring a copy of it with you that day, but should only have to glance at it to continue 
sharing.  You must also bring a copy for the teacher to have while you recite. 

 Entertain the class with your performance of it.  That doesn’t mean doing an over-the-top 
act, but rather giving the poem life through your voice, and sharing with confidence, clear 
articulation and poise.  

 Your recitation can be performed live in our class, or can be pre-recorded and 
viewed. 

 

Poetry Out Loud : Tips on Reciting. 

Here are some more basic suggestions for young reciters, from Billy Collins, former Poet Laureate of the U.S.: 

1. Read the poem slowly. Most adolescents speak rapidly, and a nervous reader will tend to do the same in 

order to get the reading over with. Reading a poem slowly is the best way to ensure that the poem will be 

read clearly and understood by its listeners. Learning to read a poem slowly will not just make the poem 

easier to hear; it will underscore the importance in poetry of each and every word. A poem cannot be read 

too slowly, and a good way for a reader to set an easy pace is to pause for a few seconds between the title 

and the poem’s first line. 

2. Read in a normal, relaxed tone of voice. It is not necessary to give any of these poems a dramatic reading as 

if from a stage. The poems selected are mostly written in a natural, colloquial style and should be read that 

way. Let the words of the poem do the work. Just speak clearly and slowly. 

3. Obviously, poems come in lines, but pausing at the end of every line will create a choppy effect and 

interrupt the flow of the poem’s sense. Readers should pause only where there is punctuation, just as you 

would when reading prose, only more slowly. 

4. Use a dictionary to look up unfamiliar words and hard-to-pronounce words. To read with conviction, a 

reader needs to know at least the dictionary sense of every word. In some cases, a reader might want to 

write out a word phonetically as a reminder of how it should sound. It should be emphasized that learning 

to read a poem out loud is a way of coming to a full understanding of that poem, perhaps a better way than 

writing a paper on the subject. 
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Assessment Criteria 

4- Exceptionally well executed, 3- Strongly executed, 2 – Adequately executed, 1 – Poorly executed  

Criteria 1 2 3 4 
Preparedness – poem seems well rehearsed & practiced 
because the reading is fluid and student speaks with few 
glances at the poem 

    

Articulation & Clarity- words are spoken clearly and 
precisely, delivery is clear  

    

Volume & Pace – voice is clearly audible and paced 
appropriately 

    

Interpretation & Tone – the tone and attitude is appropriate 
for the content, context and meaning of the poem 

    

Poise & Posture – student’s stance and expressions suit the 
poem and portray confidence 

    

Perceived Understanding – all of the aspects of the 
recitation work together to demonstrate student’s 
understanding of the poem 

    

 

Overall Mark          /24 


