
 

Expectation: You must complete at least 2 READING RESPONSES each week. 

Guidelines: 

 Responses can be in draft form (They will not be marked on grammar, sentencing etc.). 

 Responses will act as proof that you have read the novel. 

 They will be completed in your reading response scribbler (the half scribbler provided by Mrs. C) 

 Each response should fill the page.  Use more space, if necessary. 

 Track what you read in the READING LOG.   

The following questions can be used as prompts or ideas for your responses, but you are not limited to 

one of these topics: 

 What are your first impressions of the reading/book?  Explain. 

 After reading… , I wonder… 

 Are the characters realistic? (Do they seem like they could be real people?)  Why or why not? 

 How have your views changed about the book or the character? 

 Describe a character from the novel that you would like to meet, and then develop a list of five 

questions you would like to ask him/her.  You might even want to invent the response you 

would expect the character to give you for each question. 

 Create a plot diagram or timeline of the events in the novel from what you have read thus far. 

 Describe something you have read (or seen, or experienced personally) that is similar to this 

piece.  Note the similarities (and differences, if you wish). 

 Describe the major conflict.  Which side are you on?  Explain. 

 Would you recommend this book?  Explain your reasoning. 

 Describe the setting’s time and place (or draw it), and then invent a setting that you think would 

be better for the story and explain why you think it would be better. 

 Draw a picture for what you just read, then briefly describe the events, possibly in the form of 

captions. 

 What emotions did today’s reading make you feel? 

 Are there connections between the book or a character from it, and your own life? 

 Do you respect or loathe one of the characters (or the author’s style)?  Explain. 

 What questions are you left with as a result of today’s reading?  What confuses you? 

 Predict what will happen next in the story, and explain why you think this. 

 What changes would you recommend to the author?  What questions would you ask him/her? 

 Do you enjoy (or not enjoy) any specific stylistics of the writing – plot development, 

characterization, diction, tone, dramatic elements, use of vocabulary, voice of the writer, etc?  

Explain. 

 Pretend you get to create the music soundtrack for the novel.  Select fivesongs you would 

include, and write an explanation for how each one suits some aspect of the novel. 

 Develop your own response idea and respond… 

Your response must not be just a retelling of the story – I want your reaction/response to 

what you read.  It’s acceptable to include some plot description, but the majority of each 

reflection must be just that – a reflection. 

 



 

 

Novel Response Assessment     Name: ________________________ 

Category 4 3 2 1 

 
Ideas & Development 

Ideas are fully developed 
with clear, relevant, and 
specific details 

Ideas are adequately 
developed with some 
clear, relevant and 
specific details 

Ideas are somewhat 
developed, though details 
may be unclear, lack 
relevance or are too 
vague 

Ideas are poorly 
developed with unclear, 
irrelevant or vague 
details, or no detail at all 

 
Connection to Novel 

Exceptional connections 
to the novel through 
specific examples & 
support from text 

Adequate connections to 
the novel with some use 
of specific examples or 
support from text 

Sufficient connections to 
the novel, though 
examples may be too 
vague or unsupportive of 
your points 

Little to no connections 
from the novel; it is 
unclear that you have 
read it because response 
lacks support 

 
Clarity of Thought 

The response is clear and 
demonstrates an 
exceptional level of 
thought about the novel 

Response is adequately 
clear and demonstrates 
some level of thought of 
the novel 

Response is a bit unclear 
and demonstrates a poor 
level of thought of the 
novel 

Response is unclear and 
shows little to no thought 
about the aspects of the 
novel 

 
Insight & Creativity 

The entry is insightful and 
creative; it’s original and 
interesting to read  

Entry is adequately 
insightful and somewhat 
creative 

Entry lacks insight or 
depth, and shows only 
some creative thinking 

Entry lacks insight and 
depth, and shows little to 
no creativity 

 

 

  


