
The Possibility of Evil p. 249 
 
Pre-Reading: 
 
Legally Blonde clip – Elle is at a new school and is having trouble making new 
friends.  She finally gets invited to a costume party, by Vivien, and is really 
excited.  Maybe she is making friends after all. 
 
Personal Response: 
When you find out what happens to Elle at the party, respond to the following 
questions: 

 How would you feel if you were in Elle’s situation?   
 Have you been in a similar situation before?  Describe the situation. 
 Have you ever held a favourable opinion of someone only to learn that that person had 

betrayed your trust?  Tell about it. 
 How does a betrayal of trust make you feel?  How does it affect you in future situations? 

 
During Reading: 

• Vocabulary to note – infatuated, absent-
minded, midday, stationery, trouble-maker, 
do-gooder, keeping up appearances, 
consequences 

 
• Read the selection independently. 
 
• After reading, work in pairs to map the story 

components (exposition, rising action, 
conflict, climax and resolution) 

 
 

Questions for Response: 
 
1. Plot Development: Describe the plot development, explaining how the story 

begins (exposition and rising action), identifying the turning point (climax) & 
conflict (problem the protagonist encounters), and explaining the resolution 
(ending).  Identify/summarize what is occurring in the story at each of these 
intervals. 
 

2. Foreshadowing: We do not learn that Miss Strangeworth is writing letters until 
we are well into the story.  Re-read the opening and note the clues 
(foreshadowing) the author provides to alert the reader to Miss Strangeworth’s 
true nature. 

 
3. Character description: In a paragraph response, describe Miss Adela 

Strangeworth.  Make sure to mention her physical description, her personality 
traits, her actions towards others, others reactions to her, and your personal 
opinion about her character. 

 



4. Record at least 3 different things Miss Strangeworth did that hurt other people. 
 
5. Make inferences/guesses as to why Miss Strangeworth acted the way she did. 

 

6. Respond to the multiple choice questions. 
 

“The Possibility of Evil” – Multiple Choice Questions 

 

1. Who is Miss Adela Strangeworth? 
a. A kind old lady 
b. A young woman with a child 
c. A deceitful and lonely old woman 

d. The postmaster 
 

2. What is her most prized possession? 
a. Her home 
b. Her closet full of flowery skirts 
c. A china doll 
d. Her rose bushes 

 
3. What does Miss Strangeworth do that deceives the townspeople? 

a. She writes nasty letters 
b. She steals roses from her neighbours 
c. She gossips about people behind their backs 

d. She writes a column in the newspaper telling of everyone’s secrets 
 

4. Why does Miss Strangeworth feel the need to do the above action? 
a. To inform others 
b. To avenge her father’s murder 
c. To get rid of the wickedness in the world 
d. As a favour to others 
 

5. Why does she feel entitled to “protect” the townspeople? 

a. She is worried and concerned about them 
b. Her family has been in the town for decades, and she feels like she owns it 

c. She is the mayor 
d. She had a vision in a dream that told her to be the saviour of the town 

 
 
 

 



6. What is the significance of the colour of the envelopes and writing paper? 
a. The colour is not important at all 
b. They were Miss Strangewoth’s favourite colours 

c. Many people in the town had the same paper, so the letters could be written anonymously 

d. The colour was the same shade as her beautiful home 
 
7. What might be the significance of Miss Strangeworth’s roses? 

a. They, like Miss Strangeworth, appear beautiful on the surface, but are filled with thorns 
b. They are her most beloved items, and replace the children she could never bear  
c. She shares them as gifts with the tourists who visit her home 
d. They are how she made her living, for she owned a floral shop 

 
8. At the end of the story, why does the Harris boy deliver the item for Miss Strangeworth? 

a. She paid him to deliver it 
b. He wants to spoil the birthday surprise  
c. He thinks he is doing her a favour 
d. His girlfriend made him do it 
 

9. What lesson does the story teach about human nature? 
a. One should take pride in his/her community 
b. Friendship is a bond that lasts a lifetime 
c. People are inherently good 
d. Appearances can be deceiving 
 

10. What is ironic/surprising about the ending of the story? 

a. Miss Strangeworth is devastated and has learned her lesson 
b. Miss Strangeworth thinks that she was right about people being wicked and needing 

protection from evil 
c. Miss Strangeworth’s death is not mourned by her neighbours 
d. It is not surprising at all 

 
 

 
 
7.  Do you think Miss Strangeworth will continue to send notes?  Explain why or 

why not. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Writing Extension: 
 
Choose one of the following activities to complete in response to the reading.  This 
activity will be handed in, as a polished copy, for marks, and will be graded to the 
following criteria: 
 

Criteria Point Value 

Connection to story (connects to lessons, thoughts or ideas from story) 2 points 

Originality (has your own unique twist on the activity, seems creative) 2 points 

Thoughtfulness  (you have attempted to put thought and effort into the creation) 2 points 

Appearance/Conventions (neatly presented, almost error-free) 2 points 

Format (paragraph structure/ reads like email or texts/ looks like a movie poster) 2 points 

Meets expectations (word length, inclusion of necessary details, etc.) 2 points 

                                                                                                                                        Total 12 points 

 
1. Paragraph Response:  Consider the people you know.  Is there someone similar 

to Miss Adela Strangeworth?  If so, describe the person in a descriptive 
paragraph.  If not, imagine what your neighbourhood would be like if there 
were.  Record your feelings in a narrative paragraph. (about 250-300 words) 

 
2. Updated Version of the Story:  Imagine that this story, “The Possibility of Evil” 

was set in modern times in a high school setting, and one of the students was 
sending nasty emails (or text messages) out to other students about their 
behaviours.  Write 3 sample emails (about 50-100 words each) or 6 text messages 
(about 140 characters each) that might appear in the story. 

 
3. Movie Poster: Imagine this story has been made into a movie and you have been 

hired to create an advertising poster for the film.  What images would appear on 
the poster and what would be the tag line for the movie?  Sketch the poster and 
include the tag line. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sample Movie Posters with taglines: 
 

   
 



  



 
In “The Possibility of Evil”, the author demonstrates the theme that, ______________ 

_________________________________________.  This theme is made clear by …. 

 

The possibility of Evil – p.249 
 
Response questions (to be handed in as detailed responses in PPE method) 
 

1. In the story, Shirley Jackson makes use of irony.  Pull out three examples of events/things in the 
story and explain how they are ironic. 

 
Irony:  

 the use of words to convey a meaning that is opposite of its literal meaning (sarcasm) 
 an outcome of events contrary to what was, or might have been, expected  
 a technique of indicating, as through character or plot development, an intention or 

attitude opposite to that which is actually stated  
 
Example:  

A fire department burns down. 
 
You would think because it is a fire department, that there would have been the 

necessary people and equipment to stop the fire from happening or at least stop it before it 
could burn the entire building.  It is also ironic because fire departments often teach about fire 
prevention and safety against fires, so you think the people at the station would have put some 
of those practices to work, combined with proper equipment, regular building inspections, and 
safe behavior, and been able to avoid a fire from even beginning in the first place. 
 

2. Explain the significance of the title.  (How does it work for the story?  How does it add meaning 
to the story, or help to identify theme?) 
 

3. State the theme of the story, in your own words, and defend your response with proof and 
support from the story.  Remember, theme is often revealed through character and the lessons 
they learn, or the conflict in the story. 
 
You should frame your response like this: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Acting out a Scene 
 
Choose one of the scenes from the story.  Read over that section carefully, paying close attention to the 
details of how the characters interact, their body movement, the way they speak (tone, pauses, etc) and 
the dialogue.  Script out the scene, and then practice presenting it as a group.  You will be sharing your 
version of the scene with the class.’ 
 
Scenes to choose from: 

 Ms. Strangeworth’s interactions with tourists (you will have to make up some of the dialogue) 3-
4 people 

 Ms. Strangeworth’s interaction with Mr. Lewis (grocery store owner) – 2 people 
 Ms. Strangeworth’s interaction with the Cranes – 3 people 
 Ms. Strangeworth’s interaction with Mrs. Chandler – 2 people 
 Ms. Strangeworth’s interaction with the teens as she mails her letters – 2 people 
  


