
Developing a Thesis Statement 

English421 

A thesis statement is a single, complete sentence that succinctly expresses your view concerning a 

particular topic. It will generally be included at the end of the introductory paragraph of your essay, and 

you must be sure that you can support the statement in the body of the essay. 

Attributes of a good thesis statement: 

 should be contestable – proposing an arguable point which people could reasonably disagree with 
 tackles a subject that could be properly covered in the format of your assigned project  
 it is specific and focused 
 clearly asserts your point based on evidence 
 provides the reader with a map to guide him/her through your research 
 avoids vague language (like “it seems”) 
 avoids first person (like “I believe” or “in my opinion”) 
 it should pass the “so what” or “who cares” test – your statement should be interesting and 

provocative – make your reader want to read more 
 

Your thesis statement should answer your initial question:  
What did I learn about _______________________ from the texts of English 421? 
 
Your thesis is meant to be a work in progress.  First you will draft a 

working thesis (due Monday, Jan. 13).  It might look something like 

this: 

Jealousy can cause people to do evil things. This is a good start; however, 

I am left wondering a couple 

of things:  what does “evil 

things” mean? 

Revision:  Jealousy has the ability to rob one of their conscience. 

         How do we make this 

sophisticated (4/4)?  We need 

to start asking ourselves some 

questions – what information 

are we leaving out of this 

statement? 

 Question:  What makes people become jealous?  
o People want to uphold their reputation 
o They want what others have 
o If they can’t have it, no one can 
o They want retribution (payback) 

 



Further your brainstorm by making some connections to the 

texts: 

Lord of the Flies:  Jack was jealous of Ralph's popularity and leadership and wanted 
recognition for his actions!   

Julius Caesar :  Cassius was jealous of the way the people of Rome thought of 
Caesar as a god!  He felt that he was just as noble of a man. 

 
“Lysandra’s Poem”:  Lysandra was jealous that Elaine won the poetry contest and 
believed that she deserved to win. 

 Question:  What are the consequences of jealousy? 
o Causes one to act immorally (Lord of the Flies, Julius Caesar, “Lysandra’s 

Poem”) 
o Evil actions (Lord of the Flies, Julius Caesar, “Lysandra’s Poem”) 
o Revenge (“Lysandra’s Poem”) 
o Death (Lord of the Flies, Julius Caesar) 

 

 Question:  What do all of these texts have in common?  
All three characters lack recognition for their actions and that causes them to 
become jealous of someone who gets acknowledgement.  So they act out immorally 
in order to get retribution and in a twisted way, recognition.  

Revise your thesis statement again: 

The texts of English 421 demonstrate that the lack of recognition for one's actions leads 

to jealousy of others who receive recognition in one form or another; thus, jealousy leads 

one to act immorally against those who receive recognition in order to gain retribution. 

 

Compare: 

Working Thesis: 

Jealousy can cause people to do evil things. 

Sophisticated Thesis: 

The texts of English 421 demonstrate that the lack of recognition for one's actions leads to 

jealousy of others who receive recognition in one form or another; therefore, jealousy leads one 

to act immorally against those who receive recognition in order to achieve retribution. 

 


